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		Virginia Jan. 7 COVID-19 update: Current hospitalizations hit 3K for first time, 5,379 new cases, VB reports 400-plus

	WAVY.com 

	1. (WAVY) — Virginia’s current level of COVID-19 hospitalizations hit 3,000 patients for the first time on Thursday, with the commonwealth adding 5,379 new cases and 49 new deaths.
1. Gov. Ralph Northam didn’t announce any new restrictions to combat the rising numbers statewide in his address Wednesday, but did set a goal of vaccinating 25,000 people a day, with a longer term goal of 50,000.




		Virginia Employment Commission

	Virginia 

	1. The advance number of actual initial claims under state programs, unadjusted, totaled 922,072 in the week ending January 2, an increase of 77,400 (or 9.2 percent) from the previous week.
1. For the filing week ending January 2, the figure for seasonally unadjusted initial claims in Virginia was 19,530.




		Initial jobless claims jumped 64.3% last week | Virginia Business

	Virginia Business 

	1. For the week ending Jan. 2, 19,530 Virginians filed initial claims for unemployment, an increase of 7,640 claimants from the previous week.
1. The number of initial jobless claims filed last week jumped a staggering 64.3% to more than 19,000, according to Virginia Employment Commission data released Thursday.




		Local hospitals report highest COVID patient counts with more expected

	Roanoke Times 

	1. We continue to increase and convert hospital beds for COVID patients,” said Mike Abbott, senior vice president of operations for Carilion Roanoke Memorial Hospital, during a press briefing Wednesday.
1. Hospitals throughout 2020 made plans for how to handle surges in COVID patients and have gathered supplies and equipment to convert units into higher levels of care.




		'Use it or you lose it': Northam says Virginia must speed up rollout of COVID-19 vaccine - Virginia Mercury

	Virginia Mercury 

	1. Gov. Ralph Northam acknowledged Wednesday that Virginia needs to speed up the pace of its COVID-19 vaccinations, announcing a “you use it or you lose it policy” prodding health care providers to administer the shots to more residents.
1. Currently, he said the state receives roughly 110,000 doses of Pfizer and Moderna vaccine a week, which equates to an immediate goal of delivering 14,000 shots a day to fully use up that supply.




		Dr. Anthony Fauci, Gov. Ralph Northam will join public talk on coronavirus with Virginians

	pilotonline.com 

	Dr. Anthony Fauci has been the director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases since 1984 and has become the most prominent member of the White House Coronavirus Task Force. 





		Unemployed Virginians still aren’t getting paid despite new relief package, here’s why

	WAVY.com 

	1. (WRIC)- President Donald Trump signed another coronavirus relief package more than one week ago but Virginians relying on newly extended unemployment programs still aren’t getting paid.
1. Before additional funding for any of those programs can be released by the VEC, the state first needs to implement the new law based on additional guidance from the federal government.




		Governor Northam Announces Over $6 Million in GO Virginia Grants to Stimulate Economic Growth, Address Ongoing Impacts of Pandemic

	Virginia 

	1. The second allocation was awarded to three projects through the Economic Resilience and Recovery Program that was created by the GO Virginia Board in April to quickly deploy resources that will help communities mitigate the economic impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic.
1. The first allocation will support two statewide projects and six regional projects that grow Virginia’s business-ready sites portfolio, provide additional capacity to expand talent pipelines in key industries, and support the growth of startup businesses engaged in coastal resiliency and life sciences initiatives.




		Governor Northam Commits Additional $20 Million to Rebuild VA Economic Recovery Fund

	Virginia 

	1. Earlier this month, Governor Northam announced that Rebuild VA had fully committed the $100 million in federal funds previously allocated to the program, which provided grants to 2,500 small businesses and nonprofits whose normal operations were disrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic.
1. RICHMOND —Governor Ralph Northam today allocated an additional $20 million in federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act funding to the Rebuild VA economic recovery fund to meet demand for the program and fulfill pending grant applications.




		Extra SNAP benefits hitting EBT cards on Jan. 15

	8News 

	RICHMOND, Va. (WRIC) -- If you are part of Virginia’s Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) you could benefit from emergency allotments this month. These extra funds will only be given to eligible households who are not already receiving the maximum allotment as part of their regular monthly benefit. 





		Glenn DuBois column: G3 is a win-win solution for struggling families and businesses

	Richmond Times-Dispatch 

	1. As we continue to work with those students to find other resources and ways to help them move forward, their stories remind us of the reality behind sterile spreadsheets of unemployment numbers: 
1. “Being a restaurant industry employee for nearly 20 years, it’s difficult to find employment even with the network of people I have,” said another.




		In Virginia, slow vaccine rollout frustrates health care providers - Virginia Mercury

	Virginia Mercury 

	1. What it means, however, is that Virginia’s hospitals and local health departments anticipate that some medical workers and long-term care residents — the first priority groups in the state’s multi-phase COVID-19 vaccine campaign — may not start the immunization process until the end of January or later.
1. Though some of that has been attributed to a lag in reporting the vaccinations, logistical challenges and confusion about where some health care providers — who are prioritized under the state’s plan — can receive the doses have contributed to the delay.




		Northam orders companies held temporarily harmless for pandemic layoffs

	Virginia Business 

	1. The end-of-year order protects businesses from having to pay an additional $200 million in payroll taxes to replenish the Virginia Employment Commission’s Unemployment Insurance Trust.
1. Without the order holding companies temporarily harmless for layoffs, businesses would be forced to pay higher state payroll taxes to refill the trust, which is funded by a combination of taxes, pool charges and a fund builder.
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		Community colleges see demand for food bank services swell

	Inside Higher Ed | Higher Education News, Career Advice, Jobs 

	1. The organization works with a handful of community colleges and has seen demand for services like food banks generally increase due to the COVID-19 pandemic, said Emily Kass, community engagement manager at Swipe Out Hunger.
1. "Community colleges are the least funded sector of higher education, but they serve the majority of students with these needs for social and academic services," said Martha Parham, senior vice president public relations for the American Association of Community Colleges.




		After grueling year, latest weekly initial jobless claims remain elevated, at 787,000

	NBC News 

	1. However, the number of continuing claims — people who cannot find a job and receive ongoing unemployment benefits — remains just above 5 million, which is at least three times its usual level, underscoring the nation's sluggish labor market recovery.
1. Despite new vaccines and the passage of a federal emergency aid package, new applications for unemployment benefits remain at four times that of the pre-pandemic average — but well below the March peak of almost 7 million claims.




		The pandemic has forced institutions to reckon with the value of higher education from a student perspective (opinion)

	Inside Higher Ed | Higher Education News, Career Advice, Jobs 

	1. If colleges and universities want to thrive -- or even survive -- in a post-pandemic future, they must adopt a new mind-set to address student expectations and redefine the inherent value of higher education.
1. To support the students of the future and stay competitive, colleges and universities should consider adopting the following principles in addition to committing resources to wellness and prevention efforts.




		What 2020 Taught Us

	Inside Higher Ed 

	1. Embed key advising elements into designated first year classes, including training in academic success skills and time management, degree mapping, and major selection.
1. Use data – including students’ high school record, their level engagement, including LMS activity, grades (especially in the students’ major), credit momentum, deviations from degree plans and shifts in majors -- to pinpoint students who are at risk of dropping out or failing.




		How the pandemic is shaking up college admissions and testing

	PBS NewsHour 

	1. Jeff Selingo, Author, "Who Gets In and Why: A Year Inside College Admissions": Well, because, for most of these top-tiered schools, this is the first time they are test-optional, meaning students didn't have to send test scores in with their applications.
1. If there's not as many ACT and SAT tests going to colleges, why does that mean top-tier schools are seeing an increase in applications?




		Displaced Workers Haven't Turned to College for a Fresh Start. Here's What Might Bring Them Back.

	The Chronicle of Higher Education | News, Opinion, Advice about Higher Education 

	1. But Strada’s data suggest that when workers eventually do set out to learn new skills, they’re most likely to enroll in a nondegree program or seek skills training.
1. About a third of Americans believe they would need more education or training if they lost their job during the pandemic, according to recent data from the Strada Education Network’s Center for Education Consumer Insights.




		COVID-19 Cases Surge In U.S. As Vaccinations Fall Below Government Predictions

	News : NPR 

	Saturday's total of 299,087 new cases marks a new single-day high for the U.S. Meanwhile, vaccination campaigns are off to a disorganized start. (Image credit: Eva Marie Uzcategui/AFP via Getty Images) 





		Number of rural students planning on going to college plummets

	The Hechinger Report 

	1. The rural students most likely to continue on to college are the ones who enjoy high school, participate in extracurricular activities and get good grades, according to a just-completed survey by researchers at universities in Maine, Oregon, Georgia and Alaska.
1. The number of rural students filling out the federal application for financial aid, an early sign of whether they’re even considering going to college, has plummeted by more than 18 percent.




		Big Changes in the Federal Student-Aid System Are Coming. Here’s Why They Matter.

	The Chronicle of Higher Education | News, Opinion, Advice about Higher Education 

	1. NCAN and the National Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators have long sought to reduce the number of questions on the Fafsa, contending that a shorter, simpler application would help more students complete the form and receive the aid for which they’re eligible.
1. Though the pandemic nixed the possibility of attaining the long-delayed reauthorization of the Higher Education Act this year, legislators nonetheless inserted several significant changes in the Fafsa, federal-aid methodology, and the Pell Grant program into the Consolidated Appropriations Act, the vast spending bill, which Congress approved on Monday.
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